
 

 

SPECIAL MEETING - COVID-19 
Monday, March 30, 2020, 6:00 PM 

Location: Video Conference (GoToMeeting, due to Coronavirus) 

Called to Order 6:36 PM 
 

 

Board Members in Attendance via Video Conference: Dennis Clegg, Jenny VanSeters, David Dellinger, 
Ina Brittain, Lane, Clark,  Jessica Tunney, Nic Proctor, Al Flinck, Linda Murphy 

Guests Present via Video Conference: Phil Seymour, Kurt Olson, Mauren, Brea Norberg, Bud Keeley, 
Scott Flanagan, Gianni, Alison Reitz, Dianne Tuttle, Ann Elridge 

 
 

 

Agenda:  
1. Coronavirus Discussion 

2. Guidelines and Procedures for Proper Safety 

3. Prioritize Work To Be Done 

4. Communication and Resources  

 

 

Round Table Discussion 
 

● Al: CERT Response is called for in this situation.  
● Lane: Emergency Preparedness. We can share clear messaging around protocols and set an 

example. Should be a message as to why we choose to do some of the community work and 
what we are doing to protect the community while we are doing this sort of work for fire 
prevention and preparedness.  

● Linda: Short explanation about how we fall under the ESS sector which gives us the right to be 
doing certain things under the current law. Communication Hub. This qualifies as a disaster and 
this falls under our mission statement.  

● David: CERT has reached out to the community regarding groceries and Rx. Not much response 
yet. The role of the MET is getting ready for fire, and feels we have a mandate to do that. Fire 
preparation is what we should be concentrating on. Gov says we need to maintain public safety 
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but we should do it carefully, and alone if possible or in small groups. Can make ourselves to 
CERT for support when/if needed.  

● Ina: Fire suppression work should happen in a timely manner. Participated on Saturday, wore 
PPE and kept distance. Felt no one in danger or risking health.  

● Jessica: Our mission is to protect and educate the community for disaster. Our focus has always 
been for wildfire. There’s nothing we can add to the conversation. Wash your hands, social 
distance.  

● Nic: Apologized for chipping without communicating to the Board and responding to the 
questions of concern posed by the Board. Felt it was absolutely necessary to do the chipping. 
The truck just got insured and took advantage of the chipper available.  

● If there was a fire during the pandemic this would be really bad 
 

 

 
Vote that the MET falls within the scope of ESS and will follow their set guidelines for fire prevention 
and community protection, and will send out a message that we will be strictly following social 
distancing protocols, and wearing the proper PPE.  
Motion by: Lane 
Seconded by: Nic 
Discussion: Do we know legally if we fall under this category? Need to confirm via the information Phil S 
has sent regarding "fuel mitigation” which qualifies our work as essential work. Board to pre-approve 
monthly CDT vegetation projects to avoid delay in opportunities to do work (such as permitted burn 
days, use of wood chipper, etc). It was suggested that along with the ESS Orders there must also exist 
protocols detailing the safety considerations -- and that we should not make up our own arbitrary rules 
but should follow the existing guidelines (if they exist). Need to obtain those official safety guidelines. 
Action Item: Look up State and Santa Barbara County Protocols; Seek Phi’s guidance regarding the 
government's guidelines. 
 
 
Ayes: 8 
Nays: 0 
Abstain: 1 
 

 
 
 
Vote for the CDT to continue fuel mitigation projects following the guidance of the governor, state 
health department and local resources in proper safety standards mandated at the state and local levels.  
Motion by: Nic 
Seconded by: Al  
Discussion: Should we limit our group sizes despite state and local levels? Differing opinions on this. 
Some feel 10 or less is appropriate since that is what is in the current Orders. Some feel group sizes need 
to be 3-4 people max and can rotate in groups of three or more to give everyone time to contribute. 
Majority feel that we’d be shooting ourselves in the foot by using only 3-4 volunteers at a time because 
it would require a new board vote to increase the number if we felt it was safe. Need to post publicly 
that we are abiding by the state rules and ask others to please respect those that are working by also 
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abiding by the rules. Public can not join in without proper PPE.  
Action Item: Board meeting to test Zoom one week before the April 15th meeting. 
 
Ayes: 8 
Nays: 1 
Abstain: 0 

 
 

 
Vote to reimburse Nic for chipping related expenses. (trailer hitch and ball)  
Seconded by: Ina 
Discussion: Should we limit our group sizes despite state and local levels? Rotate in groups of three or 
more. Majority feel that we’d be shooting ourselves in the foot doing this and it would require a new 
board vote t 
o increase the number.  
Ayes: 8 
Nays: 0 
Abstain: 1 

 

 

 

Next meeting Agenda item: What do we do if the Stay-At-Home Order is in effect during a wildfire. 

 

 
 

 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, April 15, 2020, 6:30pm 
 

 

 

Meeting adjourned by Dennis Clegg at 7:30 pm 
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